Video Notes: Plot to Kill Hitler
· On July 20, 1944 a wounded German war hero Claus von Stauffenberg neared the Nazi’s Wolf’s Lair with the intent of assassinating Hitler.
· The charismatic Hitler held Germany in the palm of his hand.

· Stauffenberg was on his way to a top level briefing and hoped Hitler would not make it out alive.

· Stauffenberg was a minor aristocrat by birth and entered the army at age 19. He would sacrifice everything for the honor of Germany.

· Although he wasn’t a Nazi, when war broke out in 1939 he fought for Germany.

· In 1940 he was awarded the Iron Cross First Class. But Stauffenberg grew to hate the atrocities against Germany’s enemies and Jews. He thought Hitler was a fool and was dishonoring Germany.

· By the summer of 1942 Stauffenberg was convinced that Hitler had to be stopped.

· Stauffenberg was in Rommel’s Afrika Corps. But in 1942 Stauffenberg was injured in battle and had to return to Germany and lost his eye, forearm, and three fingers.

· During Stauffenberg’s recovery he resolved to kill Hitler. He was not alone in his belief that Hitler had to die. Many people across Germany opposed Hitler and wanted to transfer power to the military command and negotiate peace to end the war.

· By 1944 the Allies were closing in on Germany from all sides. Hitler seemed blind to the imminent destruction of the Third Reich.

· Stauffenberg soon rose to lead the plot to kill Hitler but it lacked regular and close access to Hitler.

· In July 1944 Stauffenberg was appointed Chief of Staff to General Fromm. His new position gave him access to information and top Nazis including Hitler.
· Stauffenberg was in communication with and influenced by General Ludwig Beck (Chief of Nazi Army staff who resigned in 1939 when Germany invaded Czechoslovakia) and also Major General Henning von Tresckow.

· Tresckow was determined to kill Hitler. In March 1943 he placed bombs in brandy bottles to kill Hitler but they failed.

· Stauffenberg and others knew that the war was lost and were convinced that the Resistance must attempt to kill Hitler to show the world they opposed him even if the plots failed.

· Stauffenberg chose a British time –fuse bomb that would allow him to escape before the bomb exploded.

· By breaking a tube of acid, it gave the plotter 10-minutes to escape. When the acid ate through the wire a spring and striker would be exposed. The striker would go off detonating a cap and the explosion would occur.

· On July 15, 1944 he was given a chance to implement the assassination. In addition to Hitler, Stauffenberg wanted to bomb to kill Heinrich Himmler (head of the Gestapo) and Field Marshall Herman Goring. Both were to meet with Hitler on the 15th but at the last minute neither attended the meeting and Stauffenberg abandoned the attack.
· Stauffenberg waited until he received orders to report to the Wolf’s Lair. To him, Hitler was the devil.

· Stauffenberg flew to Rustenburg in East Prussia. With his aid, he was to provide Hitler with an update on the defense preparations for Berlin.

· At first everything went as planned as they passed through check points with ease. Stauffenberg knew the meeting with Hitler was scheduled for 1:00 PM. At 12:25 he was informed that because Mussolini was to arrive in Germany, his meeting was moved up to 12:30. He was to report to the meeting at once.

· Despite the fact that he would be late he needed to meet with his aide to set the fuse before entering the room. He made up the excuse that he couldn’t meet the Fuhrer without freshening up first and he was shown to a room.

· Because he was interrupted he only activated one bomb though he had two in his briefcase.

· As he quickly walked to the conference room he knew that the time bomb was set to explode in about 15-minutes but there was no way to be certain.

· As he approached the bunker he handed his briefcase to a soldier and asked to be seated near to Hitler due to his bad hearing.

· When he entered the room the meeting had already begun. Hitler was told the bad news that the Russians were only 150 km from the Wolf’s Lair.

· The briefcase was placed under the table.

· Neither Himmler nor Goring were there.

· Stauffenberg excused himself from the meeting, saying he needed to make a last minute call to Berlin and that he would return in a few minutes.

· Stauffenberg walked quickly towards the waiting car. As he did the bomb went off and he believed that he assassinated Hitler.
· Now Stauffenberg had to get back to Berlin as quickly as possible to lead a military coup.

· By sheer luck he escaped the checkpoints before the order to tighten security was given.

· At the last checkpoint he was stopped and had to personally speak to the leaders at the meeting site. He told them he was pursuing the assassins and had to pass. He made it through the last checkpoint.

· Stauffenberg had no need for the second bomb so he threw the undetonated bomb out of his car.

· He flew back to Berlin and announced to the co-conspirators that he was successful. He described the huge explosion and said there was no way Hitler survived.

· General Fromm refused to believe Stauffenberg that Hitler was dead so the put Fromm under house arrest.

· All afternoon and into the night Stauffenberg communicated Hitler’s death with all important leaders. He took control of the government and shut down radio and communication lines. Members of the Gestapo and SS were placed under house arrest.

· At 6:30 pm the Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels made a radio broadcast announcing the assassination attempt but that Hitler survived and address the people later.

· After the news of Hitler’s survival the coup crumbled. Stauffenberg and the other conspirators were arrested.

· Stauffenberg refused to believe that Hitler was alive.

· Once Stauffenberg left the room one of Hitler’s aides moved the briefcase underneath the oak table’s heavy leg. When the bomb went off Hitler was leaning over the table. The table saved Hitler’s life.

· Only 2 officers were killed in the bombing.

· Had Stauffenberg taken both bombs into the room it is almost certain that nobody would have survived.

· Hitler boasted of his survival and believed he was invincible.

· After the assassination attempt and until the end of the war, Hitler increased repression in his death camps and became more suspicious, paranoid, and no longer appear in public.

· Germany became a bloody battlefield as the Russians marched into Berlin but the continued to execute the Jews until the last days of the regime. 1-million more died in the last 9-months (starved, tortured, and executed).
· As the Allies approached Berlin, 3-million people died in the final Battle for Berlin.
· Hitler ordered the arrest of all suspects in the attempted coup. 5,000 were tortured and hanged. Stauffenberg was one of the first to die- he was executed by firing squad on midnight on July 20, 1944. As a junior officer he was not given the luxury of suicide. Before his execution he shouted “long live our sacred Germany.”
· Had the oak table not been there, the war might have ended earlier, and prevented the additional 15-million deaths that occurred towards the end of the war.
2

